
III-28  

III-6.    The Unknown and the Doubtful 

 

Doubt is intrinsic in assertion based on a point of view, a 

generalization, a stable or momentary insight, or a 

meaning of the word and its derivatives, as well as the 

personal knowledge. 

    - Samantbhadr (ca. 200 CE). 

 

Identifiable contradictions are cause for concern because they are 

associated with the intangibles.   Faith sweeps away 

contradictions under the rug and replaces these by a set of 

unknowable that can only be described in self-referential ways.  

For the origins of the foundation of the evidence-based analysis 

with verifiable parts consider: 

Q.   Can a concern be addressed from what we know about it or 

from what we do not know about it? 

A.   Certainly a concern can not be addressed without information 

that can affirm assertion.  However, to see the concern as a whole 

it is also necessary to know what is not known about it.  

 Evidence based assertions and practice-based conduct 

affirm what we know, and also point to what we do not know.  

We also use a large number of words (Table IV-1) to hide such 

ignorance, and express things that fall some where in-between. 

Need for such words attests to the lack of a perfect plan for 

human condition or at least for the constructs of it.    

 Word abstractions do not attest to the reality of a construct.  

Words do not the necessarily focus even on a single state.   Word 

identification is only an early step in addressing a concern.  

Having a word for a feeling does not necessarily mean that we 

know what it is about.  English language is remarkably adept at 

having terms for states of ignorance while shedding little light on 
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such states.  Diplomats, politicians, negotiators and experts of all 

stripes have turned the expression of ignorance into an art form.  

Commenting on the fact that Sun never set over the British Empire, a 

humorist added, not even God could trust the British in the dark.   

Words to express perceived doubt are not necessarily 

synonymous. They emphasize quality of distinguishable states.  

The range of partial-truth values enhances our appreciation and 

experience of entities, events, observations, thoughts, and actions. 

Considering the mere number of such states, it is not surprising 

that most people are occupied with such concerns.  Words to 

distinguish the difference enhance awareness that often helps in 

finding solutions.  

Doubt suggests disorder and chaos.  If certainty of order is 

desirable for representation, chaos is preferable to disorder.  

 We speak of perfect order if the prior knowledge can 

predict the outcome.  It is like you get what you ordered at a favorite 

restaurant where the management has not changed and the chef is not 

having a bad-hair day.  

 Contrary to popular belief the state of total disorder or 

perfect order is rare and difficult to identify.  Most of what we 

experience in life is chaos.  Recall the frenzy in approaching a 

math problem in the 6th grade.  In the hind sight it is invariably so 

simple, but not until superfluous connection imposed by the mind 

are severed.  

 However it is impossible to separate milk from water when both 

are intermingled with each other. It is neither possible nor logical to 

separate two things, such as the life and matter when they are 

inextricably blended together in the body.  No one can point out in such 

cases that this is one thing and this -another. [Sanmati Tark, Siddhsen 

Divakar, ca. 500 CE].   
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