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Affirmative Reasoning: Volume II (Part Three of Ten) 

 
Validation of Cognition Through Discourse 

(Gautam's Nyay Sutr) 
 
 
Chapter IIA 
 

Doubt in Evidence and Inference 
 
 
GIIA-1.  Doubt and uncertainty in a conclusion (outcome of reasoning and deliberation) 
is not indicated if similar behaviors are reconciled to be the same, and unrelated 
behaviors are reconciled to be different.    
 

  

  
Saman-anek dharm-adhya-vasayad annaytar-dharm-adhya-vasayad va na sanshyah. 
 
GIIA-2.  Other unaccounted states (that introduce doubt) are also to be reconciled.   
 

  

  
Viprati-patti a-vyavastha adhyavsayat ch. 
 
GIIA-3,4.   An order is suggested by a pattern of order among the superficially similar or 
unaccounted states. 
 

   
   
Vi-pratipattau ch sam-pratipatteh. 

  
  
A-vyavastha atmani vyavasthitvat ch a-vyavasthayah. 
 
GIIA-5.  Therefore, serious doubt arises if a real behavior remains unaccounted.     
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Tatha atyant samshyah tat dharm satatya uppatteh. 
 
GIIA-6.  Such doubts are reconciled by addressing their particular basis.  Doubt is not 
resolved by ignoring the doubt, or by suggesting that it is not serious. 
 

   

  
Yatha ukt adhyavasayad ev tat vishesh-apekchat sanshaye na a-sanshayah na-atyant-
sanshayah va. 
 
GIIA-7.  A doubt in a conclusion persists in its subsequent contexts.   
 

  
  
Yatr sanshayah tatr evam uttarah-uttarah prasangah. 
    * 
 
Criteria for a conclusion 
 
GIIA-8.  A conclusion not validated by direct evidence always remains not-established.  
 

  
  
Pratyakch-adinam a-pramanyam trikalya a-siddheh. 
 
GIIA-9.  A conclusion established by direct evidence, remains valid even if the basis for 
the evidence is not present.  
 

  

  
Purv hi praman siddhau na indriy arth sannikarshat pratyakch utpattih. 
 
GIIA-10.  A conclusion established later does not establish a later concern. [For example 
one can not say: There is fire on the hill because the hill was smoky yesterday] 
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Pashchat siddhau na paramanebhyah pramey-siddhih. 
 
GIIA-11.  Commonsense is applied if the order for the relationship of a concern to the 
evidence is not apparent.   
 

    

  
Yugpat siddhau prati-arth nityatvat kram vrattitv a-bhavah buddhinam. 
     * 
 
Lack of Refutation for an object without evidence 
 
GIIA-12.  An assertion can not be refuted if it can never be established.   
 

  

  
Tri-kalya a-siddheh pratishedh an-uppattih. 
 
GIIA-13.  (Also) Such an assertion is not refuted even if all the supporting evidence is 
refuted.     
 

    

  
Sarv praman pratishedhat ch pratishedh anupattih. 
 
GIIA-14.  (Also) Such an assertion is not validated even if all the evidence against it is 
refuted.    
 
   

  
Tat pramanye va na sarv praman vi-pratishedah. 
 
GIIA-15, 16.  If an assertion can never be refuted it is accepted merely as the sound of a 
word that is balanced against the concern and what is established before.   
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Tri-kalya a-pratishedhah ch shabdat atyodya siddhivat tat siddheh 

  

 
Prameyat ch tula pramanyvat. 
 
GIIA-17.  An evidence based conclusion is likely to be supported by other independent 
evidence.  
 

  

  
Pramantah siddheh pramanam pramanantar siddhi prasangah. 
 
GIIA-18.  A concern or conclusion may be modified in the light of new evidence.  
 

  

  
Tat vi-nivratteh va praman-antar siddhivat pramey siddhih. 
 
GIIA-19.  Evidence does not establish a conclusion as an object is illuminated by lamp 
(that is a conclusion does not precede the evidence).   
 

 

 
Na pradeep prakash siddhivat tat siddheh. 
(Or) Na pradeep tadiy prakashvat tat siddheh. 
 
GIIA-19a.  Evidence sometimes provides insight into the relations, sometimes into lack 
of relations, and sometimes into a part of multiple relations.      
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Kvachit tu nivratti darshnat a-nivratti darshnat ch kvachit anek-antah. 
     *  
 
Communicating Evidence 
 
GIIA-20.  Word statements can not communicate all the characteristics of evidence.  
 

 
 

Pratyakch lakchan anupattih a-samagr vachnat. 
 
GIIA-21.  Evidence is not communicated unless mind grasps appropriate characteristics 
of the sense experience.  
   

 
 

Na atm-man-soh sannikarsh a-bhave pratyakch uppattih. 
  
GIIA-22.  In suitable contexts it is possible to grasp evidence even if the information 
about details of direction, place, or time is incomplete.   
 

 
 

Dik desh kal akasheshu api evam prasangah. 
 
GIIA-23.  It is not possible if cognition of the distinguishing attributes of evidence is 
interrupted.   
 

  

  
Gyan lingatvat atmnah na avrodhah. 
 
GIIA-24.  Such a lack of cognition is often due to a lack of the defining attributes, and 
not a limitation of mind.    
 

  

  
Tat a-yaug-padya lingatvat ch na mansah. 
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GIIA-25.  A description in own words communicates attributes and influences on  
relations of evidence with the sense experience.  
 

  

  
Pratyakch nimittvat ch indriy-arthyoh sannikarshsya sv shabden vachnam. 
 
GIIA-26.  Such relations are not grasped if senses are distracted.   
 

  

  
Supt-vyasakt mansam na indriy-arthyoh sannikarsh nimittvat. 
 
GIIA-27.  Cognition of the experience is also influenced if sense inputs are distracted.  
 

 
 

Taih ch ap-deshah gyan visheshanam. 
 
GIIA-28.  Such corrupted evidence is not relevant.  
 

  

  
Vyahatvat a-hetuh. 
 
GIIA-29. This is not because corrupted evidence emphasizes a particular meaning (but 
the whole evidence is corrupted if a part is corrupted). 
 

  

  
Na arth vishesh prabalyat. 
     * 
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Evidence for Inference  
 
GIIA-30.  Inference follows from the grasp of the entire evidence.   
 

  
  
Pratyakcham anuman ek desh grahnat uplabdheh. 

 
GIIA-31.  This is not because inference is not possible from this or that part of the 
evidence.  
    

  

  
Na pratyachen yavat tavat api uplambhat. 
 
GIIA-32.  This is also not because the entire evidence is related to the entire syllogism.   
 

  
Na ch ek desh uplabdhih avyavi sad-bhavat. 
 
GIIA-33.  But corrupted evidence introduces doubt. 
Note: Liability in the conclusion follows from the concomitant invariance in the 
evidence.   
 

 
 

Sadhyatvat avyavini sandehah. 
 
GIIA-34.   An inference is not established without accepting evidence in its entirety. 
 

  
  
Sarv a-grahnam avyavi a-siddheh. 
 
GIIA-35.  That includes the push and pull (tension and nuances) in the evidence.  
 

  
  
Dharan akarshan uppatteh ch. 
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GIIA-36.  Grasp of evidence is like seeing an army in a forest where only parts are seen.  
It is not like the extra-sensory grasp of an invisible part (or a hypothetical model or 
belief). 
 

  

  
Sena van-vat grahnam iti chet na atindriyat-vat anunam. 
 
GIIA-37.  Evidence is not valid if it is interrupted and tempered, or leads to contradictory 
inference.  
 

  

  
Rodh upghat sadrashyebhyah vyabhicharat anuman a-pramanam. 
 
GIIA-38.  This is not because the meaning of the evidence changes if a particular part is 
corrupted.   
 

  

  
Na ek desh tras sadrashye-bhyah arthantar bhavat. 
     * 
 
Time Relations in Evidence 
 
GIIA-39.  In the absence of the current state, one can reason with the prior and 
subsequent events.  
 
  
  
Vartman a-bhavah patatah patit-patitavya kal uppatteh. 
 
GIIA-40.  Absence of the current state also suggests absence of the prior and subsequent 
states.    
 

  
  
Tayoh api abhavah vartman a-bhave tat apekchatvat. 
 
GIIA-41.  This is not because the prior and the subsequent states are established 
independently.  
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Na atit-anagat-yoh itar itar apekcha siddhih. 
 
GIIA-42.  In the absence of the current state it is not possible to grasp the significance of 
the entire evidence.  
  

  
  
Vartman a-bhave sarv a-grahanam pratyach an-uppatteh. 
 
GIIA-43.  Relationship of a past action to its future consequences is accepted for 
reasoning.   
 

  

  
Kratata kartvyata uppatteh tu ubhaytha grahanam. 
      * 
 
Comparisons 
 
GIIA-44.  Such defects do not apply for comparison of similarity based on a particular 
behavior.   
 

  
  
Atyant prayah ek desh sadharmyat upman siddheh yathokt dosh an-uppattih. 
 
GIIA-45.  Also such defects do not apply for comparison based on similarity to a well-
established behavior.   
 

 

 
Prasiddh sadharmyat upman siddheh yathokt dosh an-uppattih. 
 
GIIA-46.  Direct evidence also establishes what is beyond direct experience.   
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Pratyakchen a-pratyakch siddheh. 
 
GIIA-47.  One does not make a comparison with a cow if of the entity under 
consideration is not cow-like.  
 

 

  
Na a-pratykche gavye praman-artham upmansya pashyamah iti. 
 
GIIA-48.  A comparison with an analog tells little about anything in particular, or about 
the particulars of the entity under consideration.  
 

  
Tatha iti upsanharat upman siddheh na a-visheshah. 
     * 
 
Words as Evidence: Testimony  
 
GIIA-49.   Words are used to describe and infer if the entity of concern is not available 
for scrutiny or direct examination.   
 

 
  
Shabdah anumanam arthasya anuplabdheh anumeyatvat. 
 
GIIA-50, 51.  Such descriptions must communicate unambiguous trends and relations. 
 

   

  
Uplabdheh a-dvi pravrattitvat. 

   

  
Sambandhat ch. 
 
GIIA-52.  Viability of reliable testimony comes from the correspondence of words with 
intended meaning. 
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Apt updesh samarthyat shabdat arth sampratyayah. 
 
GIIA-53.  A word description is not adequate if relations are missing, and such gaps are 
to be filled or parts discarded (i.e. compensated by reading between the lines).   
 

  

  
Puran pradah paatan anuplabdheh ch sambandh a-bhavah. 
 
GIIA-54.  Both the word organization and meaning should be irrefutable.   
 

  
  
Shabd arth vyavasthanat a-pratishedhah. 
 
GIIA-55.  Timely (appropriate) words effectively communicate meaning.  
 

    

  
Samayikatvat shabd arth sampratyaysya. 
 
GIIA-56. (Also) Reliable testimony does not depend on a particular class or a particular 
set of rules.  
 

  
  
Jati visheshe ch a-niyamat. 
 
GIIA-57.  Testimony is not admissible if evidence if perceived to be false, distorted, 
plagiarized, or coached.  
 

  
  
Tat a-pramanyam anrat vyaghat punrukt doshebhyah. 
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GIIA-58.  This is not because such shortcomings make it useless to establish the event or 
entity (but because one does not know where the defects are).  
 

  
  
Na karm kartre sadhan vai-gunyat. 
 
GIIA-59.  Word testimony changes with time (For example, what one remembers may be 
influenced by subsequent experience and thus loaded with layers of meanings).  
 

  
  
Abhyupetya kal bhede dosh vachnat. 
 
GIIA-60.  (And) Word constructs become corrupted in translation.  

  
  
Anuvad uppatteh ch. 
 
GIIA-61.  (Also) Word constructs become corrupted if sentence or meaning is accepted 
in part.  

  
  
Vakya vibhagasya ch arth grahnat. 
 
GIIA-62, 63.  Meaning and implications of a word construct are carefully elaborated 
with suitable rules and methods.  
 

  
  
Vidhi arth vaad anuvaad vachan viniyogat. 
 

  
  
Vidhih vidhaykah. 
 
GIIA-64.  The meaning is (also) construed through praise, condemnation, and by 
rearranging works of others. 
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Stutih ninda par-kratih pura-kalp iti arth vadah. 
 
GIIA-65.  Short statements require careful and systematic elaboration.  

  
  
Vidhi vihitasya anu-vachnam anuvaadah. 
 
GIIA-66.  It is not that practice of restatement by paraphrasing in a particular form is not 
useful for learning.   
 

  
  
Na anuvad punah uktayoh visheshah shabd-abhyas uppatteh. 
 
GIIA-67.  Short statements are not insignificant as cues for recall and delivery.   
 

  

  
Sheeghrtar gaman updesh-vat abhyasat na a-visheshah. 
 
GIIA-68.  However, facile delivery is like reciting a mantr (or quotation) or a medical 
prescription.  [These are often done on the basis of symptoms without understanding of 
the underlying reasoning]. 
 

  

  
Mantr ayurved pramanya-vat ch tat pramanyam apt pramanyat. 
     ******  
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