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Affirmative Reasoning: Volume Il (Part Ten of Ten)

Validation of Cognition Through Discourse
(Gautam's Nyay Sutr)

Chapter VB

Proposition and Assertion

A proposition for further consideration has a clear outline of the
assertions with supporting arguments. Some pitfalls are outlined.

GVB-1. Many factors weaken and discredit an assertion (pratigya). It may be wrong,
repetitive, inconsistent, or already discarded. Its meaning may be indifferent, irrelevant,
different, insignificant, or obscure. It may be premature, untimely, under-stated, over-
stated, or re-stated. Its may inadequately elaborate key points, ignore key considerations,
bring-in unrelated considerations, ignore established propositions, or create false
impression.
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v.2.1.  pratijfia-hanih pratijfiantaram pratijia-virodhah pratijna-
sannydsah hetvantaram arthantaram nirarthakam
avijadtdrtham apdrthakam aprapta-kalam nyinam adhikam
punaruktam ananubhasanam ajianam apratibha viksepah
matanujiid paryanuyojya-upeksanam niranupojya-anuyogah
apasiddhintah hetvabhasah ca nigrahasthanini.
Pratigya-hanih pratigya-antar pratigya-virodh pratigya-sanyas hatu-antaram arth-
antaram nir-arthkam avigyat-artham apar-arthakam aprapt-kalam nyunam adhicam

punaruktam an-anubhashnam agyanam apratibha vikchepah matanugya pari-anuyojya-
upeckchanam niranuyojya-anaugohah ap-siddhantah hatu-abhassh ch nigrahsthanani.

GVB-2. Analog in support of the assertion may have different behavior or support the
counter-point.
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v. 22, pratidrstanta-dharma-abhyanujfia sva-dystinte pratijiahanih.
Pratidrashtant dharm abhy-anugya sv-drashtante pratigya hanih.

GVB-3. An assertion may be altered for refutation if its indicated meaning or behavior is
ambiguous.
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v.2.3.  pratijfiata-artha-pratisedhe  dharma®oikalpat®® tad-artha'-
nirdeiah pratijiantaram.
39. NM : dharme.
40. VSS : -zikalens.
41. VSS : tadartham.

Pratigyat-arth pratishdhe dharm vikalpat tat arth nirdeshah pratigya-antaram.

GVB-4. Inconsistency within an assertion is also inconsistency of its relevance.
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v. 2.4, pratijid-hetooh virodhah pratijii-virodhah.
Pratigya hetvoh virodhah pratigya virodhah.

GVB-5. An assertion is discarded forever if it is refuted or its meaning is in doubt.
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v.2.5.  paksa-pratisedhe pratijriata®®-artha®®- apanayanam*t
pratijid-sannydsah.
42. NM : gratijna.
43. nvr : arthasya.
+1. NM : upanayanam.

Pakch pratishedhe pratigya arth ap-nayananam pratigya sanyasah.

GVB-6. Relevance is altered if the stated purpose is refuted.
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v.26.  aoifesokte hetau pratisiddhe’3 visesam icchatah hetoantaram.
45. NM : pratisiddham.
A-vishesh-ukte hetau pratisiddhe vishesham icchtah hetu-antram.

GVB-7. Different meaning is indicated if the stated meaning departs from the natural
meaning and relations in the construct.
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v.2.7.  prakrtad arthid apratisambaddhartham*® arthantaram.
6. NM : apratisambaddham; nvr : asambaddrartham.
Prakratat arthat a-prati-sambandh-artham arth-antarm.

GVB-8. It is meaningless to elaborate the meaning of the word order in an assertion.
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v. 2.8.  oarna-krama-nirdeiavat nirarthakam.
Varn kram nirdesh-vat nirarthkam.

GVB-9. A construct is considered obscure if the intended meaning can not be
communicated in three attempts to a gathering of experts.
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v.2.9.  parisat*. prativadibhyam trih abhikitam api avijaitam
47. NM : parsat.
Parishat prati-vadibhyam trih abhi-hitam api avi-gyatam avi-gyat-artham.

GVB-10. The meaning is indifferent if the construct does not distinguish the meanings
based on other relations in the construct.
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v. 2.10. paurvaparya-ayogad*® apratisambaddhartham aparthakam.
42, NM :paurcdparya-adi-yogad.
Paurv-apary-ayogat a-prati-sambandh-artham a-par-arthkam.

GVB-11. A construct is premature if its parts are not suitably arranged.
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v. 2.11. avayava-viparydsa-vacanam aprapta-kalam.
Avyav viparyas vachanam a-prapt-kalam.

GVB-12. Missing or superfluous parts weaken a construct.
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v. 2.12. hinam anyatamena api avyavena nyinam.
Hinam annya-tamen api avyaven nyunam.

GVB-13. Excessive emphasis on relevance can be over-bearing (exasperating).
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v. 2.13.  hetu-udiharana-adhikam adhikam.

Hetu udaharan adhikam adhikam.

GVB-14. Word and meaning are paraphrased in short if the construct is to be restated in
a different context.
TREA: JATHH JARHAAATHATGIA 1 98

v. 2.14. sabdarthayoh punarvacanam punaruktam*® anyaira
anuoadat.
49. NM : punarcacanam.

Shabd-arth-yoh punarvachnam punah uktam annyatr anuvadat.
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GVB-15. Paraphrasing in ones own words is required if the meaning of the proposition
is not accessible.
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v. 2.15. arthid dpannam sva-iabdena® punarvacanam.’?
0. NVi: padena.
5. NVi, nvr, R, VSS : abhidhanam. NSN, NVTT. NV add
funaruktam.

Arthat a-pannasya sv-shabden punarvachnam.

GVB-16. It is considered a lack of response if a request to repeat the argument (from a
group of experts in a debate) is ignored three times.
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v. 2.16. oijndatasya parisada*® trik abhihitasya api apratyuccaranam™
ananubhdsanam.
52. NM : parsada.
53. ASs, VSS, Bibl. Ind. : onurcdranam.

Vigyatasya parishad trih abhi-hitasya api a-prati-uccharanam an-anubhashnam.

GVB-17. A lack of response suggests lack of knowledge and familiarity (ignorance).
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v. 2.17. avijiatam® ca ajiidnam.

54. NM : avijnanam.
A-vigyatam ch agyanam.

GVB-18. Lack of understanding of the implication of a response is not impressive
(convincing).
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v. 2.18. uttarasya apratipattih apratibha.
Uttarasya a-pratipattih a-pratibha.

GVB-19. An argument is disconnected if it is interrupted with a narrative (diatribe?).
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v. 2.19.  karya-vyasangat katha-vicchedah viksepah.

Karya vyasangat katha vicchedah vikchepah.

GVB-20. Itis adisregard for the opinion of others to elaborate weakness of the counter
proposition when asked to address defects of ones own proposition.
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v. 2.20. sva-pakse’® dosa-abhyupagamat para-pakse’® dosa-prasarigah
matanujida.
55. Some read sva-paksa-dosa- etc.
56. ASS, Bibl. Ind., VSS : para-paksa-dosa-

Sv-pakche dosh abhupgamat par-pakche dosh prasangah matanugya.

GVB-21. A discredited proposition is not re-established by accusation and disregard for
the concerns.
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v. 2.21. nigraha-sthana>-praptasya anigrahah paryanuyojya-
upeksanam.
57. NM omits sthana.

Nigrah-sthan praptasya a-nigrahah pari-anu-yojya upekchanam.

GVB-22. Itis unacceptable to invoke a proposition that has been discredited elsewhere.
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v. 2.22. anigraha-sthane nigraha-sthana-abhiyogah niranuyojya-
anuyogah.

A-nigrah-sthane nigrah-sthana-abiyogah niranuyogy-anuyogyah.

GVB-23. It is against rules to introduce an assertion with a narrative about an unrelated
established proposition.
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v. 2.23.  siddhantam abhyupetya aniyamat kathaprasarigah
apasiddhantah.

Siddhantam abhyupetya a-niyamat katha prasangah ap-siddhantah.

GVB-24. Such a narrative is mere appearance of relevance.
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v. 2.94.  |hetvabhasah ca yathoktah.
Hetu-abhasah ch yathoktah.
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