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Affirmative Reasoning: Volume II (Part Six of Ten) 

 
Validation of Cognition Through Discourse 

(Gautam's Nyay Sutr) 
 
 
Chapter IIIB 
 

Association of Recall with Cognition   
 
Cognition of past experience aids its recall.   It is necessary to identify the subject to 
define the underlying concern from the available information. Association of 
cognition and recall is relevant for rational consideration, elaboration, reasoning, 
and decision to seek additional information and to act.   
 
GIIIB-1. Doubt arises if reasoning is indistinguishable from the background (of no 
reasoning).  

 
 

Karm akash sa-dharmyat sanshyah. 
 
GIIIB-2, 3.  An understanding based on the cognition of the entire subject is not relevant 
to identify a concern.  

  
  
Vishay pratyabhi-gyanat,  

  
  
Sadhya samtvat a-hetuh. 
  
GIIIB-4.  This is not because the concern and its cognition are not grasped together.  

  
  
Na yug-pad a-grahanat. 
 
GIIIB-5.  However lack of cognition creates a context for the loss of the concern.   
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A-pratybhigyane ch vinash prasangah. 
      * 
 
Association of experience with cognition 
 
GIIIB-6.  Association of the sense experience with cognition is not coincident (i.e. not 
grasped together) but sequentially ordered. 

  
  
Kram vrattitvat a-yugpat grahanam. 
 
GIIIB-7.  Lack of focus and relevant experience creates context for lack of cognition.   

  

  
A-pratybhigyanam ch vishayantar vya-sangat. 
 
GIIIB-8.  This is not because there is lack of active consideration.  

  
  
Na gati a-bhavat. 
 
GIIIB-9.  Scrutiny by cognition is like a lens that facilitates evaluation of an object with 
an expanded view.    

  
  
Sphatik annyatv abhimanvat tat annyatv abhimanah. 
 
GIIIB-10.  It is not relevant that such scrutiny provides partial and transient snapshots of 
the underlying detail.  

  

  
Sphatike api apar apar utpatteh chanikatvat vyaktinam a-hetuh. 
     * 
 
GIIIB-11.  Lack of known relevance requires reliance on rules.  Such rules are also 
required for agreement of philosophical insights with the underlying details.  
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Niyamalaya hetu a-bhavat yatha darshnam abhya-anugya. 
 
GIIIB-12.  This is not because further consideration is not possible unless the basis for 
the absence of relevance is available.  

   
  
Na utpatti vinash karan uplabdheh. 
 
GIIIB-13.  It is like consideration of yogurt without knowing the basis for the change of 
milk into yogurt.  

  

  
Khir vinashe karan anuplabdhivat dadhi utpattivat ch tat uppattih. 
 
GIIIB-14.  Such considerations are carried out on the basis of the available 
distinguishing features, and not on the basis of what is not available. 

  
  
Lingtah grahnat na anuplabdhih. 
 
GIIIB-15.  This is not because the milk changes with the emergence of the qualities of 
yogurt.  

  
  
Na paysah parinam gun-antar pradur-bhavat. 
 
GIIIB-16.  Sometimes the underlying changes can be inferred from systematic 
consideration of the current state.  

  

  
Vyuh-antar utpatti darshanam purv dravya nivratteh anumanat. 
 
GIIIB-17.  Multiple relations are indicated if the basis of the change is sometimes 
available and sometimes not.   
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Kwachit vinash karan anuplabdheh kwachit ch uplabdheh anekantah. 
 
GIIIB-18.  This is not because loss of the sense-experience does not changes its 
cognition.   

  
  
Na indriy arthayoh tat vinashe api gyan avasthanat. 
      * 
 
Interaction of mind with sense experience 
 
GIIIB-19.  Cognition is association of scattered information, and it is not the mind.   

  

  
Yugpat gyey anuplabdheh ch na mansah. 
 
GIIIB-20.  Both cognition and mind are necessary but independent qualities of an 
individual.  

  
  
Tat atm gunatve api tulyam. 
 
GIIIB-21.  (Because) Further consideration of a concern is not possible without active 
interaction of the underlying sense experience with the mind.  

  

  
Indriyaih mansah sannikarsh a-bhavat tat anutpattih. 
 
GIIIB-22.  This is not because the basis for the origin of the concern is not known.  

  

  
Na utpatti karan anapdeshat. 
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GIIIB-23.  A cognized concern persists even if the underlying sense experience is lost. 

  

  
Vinash karan anuplabdheh ch avasthane tat nityatv prasangah. 
 
 
GIIIB-24.  Like a lost note (sound) a transient sense experience is recalled and cognized 
through commonsense aided by reason. 

  

  
A-nityatv grahat buddheh buddhyantarat vinashah shabdvat. 
  
GIIIB-25.  With superficial awareness mind triggers recall that may not facilitate 
cognition or interaction with mind.  

  
Gyan samvet atm-pradesh sannikarshat mansah smrati utpatteh na yugpad utpattih. 
 
GIIIB-26.  This is not because mind has its own independent tendency.  

  
  
Na antah sharir vrattivat mansah. 
  
GIIIB-27.  However, recall alone is not relevant for further consideration of a concern.   

  
  
Sadhyatvat a-hetuh. 
  
GIIIB-28.  Also it is not possible to refute a recalled construct. 
  

  
Smartah sharir dharan uppatteh a-pratishedhah. 
 
GIIIB-29.  This is not because mind can be readily distracted. 
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Na tat ashu-gatitvat mansah. 
  
GIIIB-30.  This is not because time for recall is not rule-bound [i.e. it is not predictable 
when and where something will recalled].  

  

  
Na smaran kal aniyamat. 
 
GIIIB-31.  Recall is self-motivated even without cognition of the content or the context, 
and sometimes recall does not depend on particular association.  

  
 

Atm preran yadrakch a-gyata-bhih ch na samyog visheshah. 
 
GIIIB-32.  It is like distraction of mind by pain (and also distraction from pain if mind is 
engaged). 

  

  
Vyasakt mansah paad vyathnen samyog visheshen samanam. 
  
GIIIB-33.  If the distinguishing features of the cognized information do not emerge 
simultaneously the experience in its entirety may not be recalled simultaneously.  

  

  
Pranidhan ling-adi gyananam a-yugpat bhavat a-yugpat smarnam. 
 
GIIIB-34.  Even a rapid recall and response can be out of context. 

  
Prati-bhavat tu pranidhan-adi anpekhe smarteh yaugpadi a-prasangah. 
 
GIIIB-35.  Beginning and end of recall are influenced by desire and aversion (attitude) of 
the knower. 
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Gyasya iccha dvesh nimittatvat arambh nivratyoh. 
  
GIIIB-36.  Also influence of the attitude and other physical conditions on the recall can 
not be refuted.   

  
  
Tat lingatvat iccha dveshyoh parthiv-adi-esu a-pratishedhah. 
     * 
 
Insight and understanding for recall 
 
GIIIB-37.  The beginning and end of recall is ‘cleaved’ (separated) by insight. 

  
  
Parashu adau arambh-nivrati darshnat. 
 
GIIIB-38. It is irrelevant whether a particular cue is not available for recall.  

  
Kumbh-adihsu anuplabdheh ahetuh. 
 
GIIIB-39.  A peculiarity of recall is that as a rule it is not rule bound (i.e. unreliable).   

  
Niyam a-niyamau tu tad vishesakau. 
 
GIIIB-40.  Therefore it is relevant to scrutinize recall by methods that are independent of 
the mind. 

  

  
Yathokt hetutvat paar-tantryat akrat abhyagamah ch na mansah. 
 
GIIIB-41.  Such (objective) considerations are also relevant to identify gaps in recall. 

  
  
Parisheshat yathokt hetu uppatteh ch. 
     * 
 
Recall is triggered by desire to know 
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GIIIB-42.  Recall is a natural consequence of curiosity and desire to know.   

  
  
Smarnam tu atmanah gya-sv-bhavyat. 
  
GIIIB-43.  Association of recall with curiosity is influenced by normal and abnormal 
behaviors that influence focus, organization, practice, distinguishing features and 
characteristics, similarity, content and context dependent relations, equivalence, 
departure, similar acts, opposition, sudden vision, interruption, happiness, unhappiness, 
desire, aversion, fear, need, deed, and expectation.   

   

  
Pranidhan nibandh abhyas ling lakchan sa-drashya parigrah ashray-ashrit samband 
anantarya viyog ek-karya virodh atishay prapti vyavdhan sukh dukh iccha dvesh bhay 
arthitv kriya rag dharm-adharm nimittebhyah.  
 
GIIIB-44, 45.  Grasp of recall during deliberation is like grasping a form illuminated 
during a flash of lightening.  

  

  
Karm an-avasthayi grahnat, 

  

  
A-vyakt grahanam an-avasthayitvat vidyut sampaate rupadi avyakt grahan-vat. 
     * 
 
Understanding the underlying basis  
 
GIIIB-46.  Refutation of the relevance of a recalled construct requires understanding 
details of its underlying basis (upadan). 
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Hetu upadanat pratishedhavya abhy-anugya. 
 
GIIIB-47.   Ambivalence about relevance often lies in what is grasped (understood) 
rather than ambivalence in reasoning.  

  
Grahane hetu vikalpat grahan vikalpah na buddhi vikalpat. 
 
GIIIB-48.  It is not that such a grasp is like the grasp of the flicker of a lamp from its 
description.   

  

  
Na pradeep archih santati abhivyakt grahan-vat tat grahanam. 
     * 
 
Content of construct  
 
GIIIB-49.  Doubt arises if the recalled content has properties of its own and of others. 

  
 

Dravye sv-gun par-gun uplabdheh sanshayah. 
  
GIIIB-50.  The form of such a construct is also influenced by the content.   

  

  
Yavat sharir dravya bhavitvat tat rupadinam. 
 
GIIIB-51.  This is not because cooking (or digestion) changes properties.  

  
 

Na pakaj gun-antarah uppatteh. 
 
GIIIB-52.   It can not be refuted that a concocted or cooked form may have an all 
together different outcome.   
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Pratidvand vi-siddheh pakajanam a-pratishedhah. 
 
GIIIB-53.  Like the outcome of food in the body, 

  
  
Sharir vyaptivatvat. 
 
GIIIB-54, 55.  Presence of hair and nail is out of context for a form that is wrapped.   

  
  
Kesh nakh-adishu anuplabdheh. 

  
  
Tvak paryantatvat sharirasya kesh nakhadishu a-prasangah. 
 
GIIIB-56.  Diversity of behaviors is a property of whole body, like multiple functions of 
different organs. 

  
  
Sharir gun vaidharmyat. 
 
GIIIB-57.  This is not because as such forms result in diverse behaviors. 

  
   
Na rupadinam itat itar vaidharmyat. 
 
GIIIB-58.  It is not possible to refute a function of the form that is not grasped by senses.    

  
  
A-indriykatvat rupadinam a-pratishedhah. 
     * 
 
Unifying role of the mind 
 
GIIIB-59.  Mind unifies (reconciles) diverse cognitions.   
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Gyan a-yaugpadyat ekam manah. 
  
GIIIB-60.  This is not because cognition reconciles independent inputs.  

  
  
Na yugpat anek kriya uplabdheh. 
  
GIIIB-61.  Unification of cognized information by mind is like a rapidly rotating ring of 
fire that appears like a flat circle of flame.  [OR Individual spokes are not distinguishable 
in a rapidly rotating bicycle or automobile wheel).  

                                                                     

  
Alat chakr darshan-vat tat uplabdhih ashu-sancharat. 
  
GIIIB-62. This analogy is also relevant for considering behaviors of parts in the whole. 

  

  
Yathokt hetutvat ch anu. 
     * 
 
Action and Consequences 
 
GIIIB-63.  Behavior consequences result from confluences of prior actions.  

  
  
Purv krat phal anubandhat tat utpattih. 
 
GIIIB-64.  Assigning a tangible basis for such consequences is like making a statue of 
the past.  

  
  
Bhutebhyah murti upadanvat tat updanam. 
 
GIIIB-65.  It is not because it is a superficial concern.  

  
  
Na sadhya samatvat. 
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GIIIB-66. (Also) It is not that birth of a child mediated both by mother and father is not  
influenced by other factors.  

  
  
Na utpatti nimitattvat mata pitroh. 
  
GIIIB-67.  Consideration of specific consequences of specific actions is for 
internalization.  
  
  
Tatha aharasya. 
  
GIIIB-68.  Consequences of actions do not follow defined rules.  

  

  
Praptau ch a-niyamat. 
 
GIIIB-69.  Unpredictable confluence of events contributes to consequence of actions and 
also to in-born tendencies.  

  

  
Sharir utpatti nimitt-vat sanyog utpatti nimittam karm. 
 
GIIIB-70.  Such confluence does not always follow the same rules.   

  
  
Eten a-niyamah prati-uktah. 
  
GIIIB-71.  (And) Confluence of actions leading to a consequence may be apparent (or 
rationalized) in hind-sight, especially if the consequence stops by stopping the action.  

  
Uppannah ch tat viyogah karm chayoh uppatteh. 
 
GIIIB-72.  Such an invisible basis creates a context for the resolution of the action-
consequence cycle. 

  

  
Tat a-drsht karitam iti chet punah tat prasangah apvarge.  
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GIIIB-73.  This is not because insight is needed to act or not to act (or to consider what 
works and what does not work).  

  
Na karan a-karanyoh arambh darshanat. 
  
GIIIB-74.  Existing confluence is not disrupted by mind or active consideration.    

  
  
Manah karm nimitatvat ch samyog an-ucchedah. 
 
GIIIB-75.  However a lack of active consideration (i.e. mindless actions) creates a 
continuing context for the action-consequence cycle.  

  
  
Nityatv prasangah ch prayen anupatteh. 
  
GIIIB-76.  An utter disregard for association of action with consequences is perhaps the 
continuing darkness like the blackness of atom.  

  
  
Anu shyamta nityayv-vat etat syat. 
 
GIIIB-77.  It is not because the relationship between action and consequence is not 
formulated (but the mind does not make the necessary association).  

  
  
Na a-krat-abhyagam prasangat. 
  
     * 
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